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CONFIDENTIAL ANTANANARIVO 1527 

E.O. 11652:GDS 
TAGS: PBOR, ET, SO, MA 

SUBJECT: MALAGASY MISSION RETURNS FROM ETHIOPIA AND SOMALIA 

REFS: (A) ANTANANARIVO 1484; (B) ADDIS ABABA 5044; (C) ADDIS 
ABABA 5063 

1 . SUMMARY. MALAGASY MISSION TO HORN RETURNED TO ANTANANARIVO 
AUGUST 23, WILL REPORT TO PRESIDENT RATSIRAKA FOR DECISION ON 
FURTHER ACTION. MOTIVE FOR THIS UNUSUAL MALAGASY INITIATIVE 
NOT YET APPARENT. END SUMMARY. 

2. OFFICIAL PRESS BULLETIN DESCRIBED MISSION S ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 
MODEST TERMS AS CONSISTING OF (A) DELIVERY OF MESSAGES FROM 
PRESIDENT RATSIRAKA TO PRESIDENT SIAD BARRE AND CHAIRMAN 
MENGISTU HAILE MARIAN, (B) FIRST HAND APPRAISAL OF SITUATION. 

AND (C) TAKING COGNIZANCE OF POSITIONS OF SOMALI AND ETHIOPIAN 
GOVERNMENTS. MISSION WILL NOW REPORT TO PRESIDENT RATSIRAKA 
ACCORDING TO BULLETIN, AND DECISION WILL THEN BE MADE ON NEXT 
STEPS IN MEDIATION EFFORT. DELEGATION HEAD, PRESIDENT OF 
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, ANDRIANARAHINJAKA ALSO WARNED THAT 
LITTLE RELIANCE SHOULD BE PLACED ON REPORTS BY WIRE 
SERVICES CONCERNING SOMALI-ETHIOPIAN CONFLICT FOR INFOR 
MATION CONTAINED THEREIN DID NOT ORIGINATE WITH EITHER 
GOVERNMENT (SIC). 

2. IN DISCUSSION WITH PRESS AT AIRPORT ANDRIANARAHINJAKA 
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WAS A BIT MORE FORTHCOMING, STRESSING CORDIALITY OF WELCOME 
IN SOMALIA, WHOSE PRESIDENT IS SUCH A GOOD FRIEND OF 
MADAGASCAR, AND IN ETHIOPIA, EVEN THOUGH CONTACTS WITH THAT 
REGIME HAVE BEEN MINIMAL IN THE PAST. ON ETHIOPIA HE ADDED 
THAT THERE IS ALWAYS POSSIBILITY OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN 
COUNTRIES THAT HAVE TAKEN REVOLUTIONARY ROAD. AIRPORT 
INTERVIEW ALSO GAVE MORE IMPORTANT VERSION OF DELEGATION'S 
MISSION, "...TO SEEK POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS" COMPATIBLE 
TO BOTH PARTIES AND TO "NEGOTIATE A RAPPROCHEMENT" 

BETWEEN THE TWO BELLIGERENTS. 

3. COMMENT. MALAGASY INVOLVEMENT IN STICKY SITUATION IN 
HORN IS A DEPARTURE FROM GENERALLY LOW PROFILE ADOPTED BY 
MADAGASCAR AT RECENT MULTILATERAL MEETINGS, AND UNDERLYING 
MOTIVE FOR THIS UNUSUAL INITIATIVE IS NOT APPARENT TO ME AT 
THIS TIME. POSSIBILITIES ADVANCED BY MY STAFF INCLUDE (A) 

DESIRE TO SEE WHAT THE SOVIETS ARE UP TO IN THE HORN IN 
ORDER TO LEARN FROM IT FOR THEIR OWN DEALINGS WITH USSR 
AND (B) COMPLIANCE WITH SOVIET REQUEST WHO WOULD LIKE THEIR 
AFRICAN FRIENDS TO HELP THEM OUT IN THEIR PROBLEMS IN THE 
HORN. LATTER POSSIBILITY GIVEN MORE CREDIBILITY BY FACT 
THAT MOZAMBIQUE MAY ALSO BE GETTING INVOLVED IN MEDIATION 
OF OGADEN CONFLICT. ACCORDING TO REUTERS ITEM IN TODAY'S 
PRESS B ULLETIN . B ARRETT 
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